CABINET 19 April 2023

MEMBER QUESTIONS
Question from: Alex Wagner
Subject: Shrewsbury Bus Station
Portfolio Holder: lan Nellins Approved

Do the Cabinetfeel bus operatorsin Shropshire have been consulted adequatelyon changes
being proposed to Shrewsbury Bus Station and the Riverside, and can they outline the steps
takento consultthose runningthe service?

Bus operators are one of the key stakeholdersthat have been consulted as part of the on-going
processand they will continueto be important stakeholders as we transition through the various
phases of the strategy for the town. As part of the Councils Bus Service Improvement Plan
submission, arequirementtoforman Enhanced Bus Partnership with all bus operators serving
the County was adopted, as part of any future consultations that group will continue to be one of
the key conduits through which we consult with bus operators to ensure all operators views
continue to be considered. The emerging Movement and PublicRealm Strategy for Shrewsbury
explicitly acknowledges the need to provide effective, efficientand well located bus facilities, as
part of an integrated publictransport/active travel solution in the town centre, itsimmediate
environsanditsrole across the widercounty. The Strategy has beeninformed by and advisory
group of key stakeholders, including bus user groups. The strategy is due to be published
Summer2023.

Question from: Andy Boddington
Subject: Littering
Portfolio Holder: Richard Marshall Approved

The state of our major roads and country lanes has become an embarrassmentin our beautiful
county. Verges, laybysand hedges are badly littered.

Informal volunteerteams have been litter picking across the county from Ludlow to Market
Drayton. They often work on main roads with traffic passing at high speed. Around 140 bags
were collected this springfromthe A49 Ludlow bypass alone.

Observation shows that littering hasincreased everywhere, especially on roads, since the
pandemic. Thereis clearly apublicmood that this has become intolerable in acounty that prides

itself onits beauty and that promotesitself fortourism.

1. What efforts does Shropshire Council make to clearlitter across our county, especially on




significantroads?

Shropshire Council spends millions of pounds every year protectingand improving the
publicrealm. Litter Picking of high-speed roads sits under Shropshire Council control,
whichincludes some National Highways roads. Litter picking these high speed roads
demandssignificant planningand forms part our annual cycle of street scene operations.
Orders have been placed with our contractor to undertake thisworkand a programme is
inplace. Permits have to be obtainedin orderto carry out the work safely, aswell as
ensuringthatthe relevant health and safety, trafficmanagementandlane closures

are properly organisedto ensure the workforce undertaking the operationis kept as safe
as possible. We are extremely grateful that our communities support the work we do
with positive action. We do support this ourselves by providing equipment and materials
to groups who want to litter pick and we are currently looking at developing aformal
community-centred formal recognition system fortheir excellent work.

2. What plans does the council have for an anti-litter promotional campaign?

Nationally, all highways’ authorities have seen significantincreasesin the amount of
litterselfishly thrown from moving vehicles. As we startto roll out thisyears clean up,
we will be having many communication pieces highlightingthe work and encouraging
peopletobagitand binit.

3. Willthe council considerrecruiting volunteer street champions, givingthem guidanceon
litter pickingand providing them with insurance?

As the Portfolio Holderresponsible, | am extremely keen to aid and encourage local
residentstoassistinlooking aftertheirown areas and we already support many local
initiatives with the supply of equipment for ‘womble schemes’. Safety, has to be of
paramount concern and therefore these initiatives have to be coordinated to maintain
those high levels of safety.

4. Willthe council considerincreasing the number of litter binsin residentialareas to reduce
litter, including dog poo bags?

As part of the overall service reviews, we are constantly looking at ways to update the
development of our comprehensive assetregister, which providesforaclearer
understanding of service need. As an example, accurate data collection of how full a bin
iswhenemptyingit, will enable us to hit ‘hot spots’ before they become ‘hot spots’.




